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		Take These 6 Steps to Prepare Your Vehicle for Cross-Country Shipment
        
        	Properly prepping a car or truck for shipping keeps it safe and guarantees that it will be ready to drive upon arrival at the new location. Other preparations help prove claims of damage occurring during transport. Having your vehicle prepared to load when the transporter arrives saves money. You must take these six steps to prepare your […]
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		Is Shipping Your Car Safe? + Other Auto Transport FAQ
        
        	Is Shipping Your Car Safe?

When you decide to move across the country or the world, you need to get your car there safely. This is why there are various car transport companies out there. Just as with any other type of shipping, car shipping is perfectly safe to do. Realize that factories that produce new vehicles have them transported to dealerships across the country. All car transport companies have insurance in case anything unforeseen happens.

How Much Does It Cost To Ship A Car?

Just like shipping a package, the price of shipping a car will highly depend on a few different factors. These include the pickup location, distance, delivery location, whether the car will be in an enclosed or open trailer, the type of vehicle, and the vehicle’s condition. It’s best to check with a local transport company to determine how much it will cost you to ship your vehicle.

Can I Put Boxes In My Car During Transport?

The short answer is no. The Department of Transportation prohibits the transportation of household goods inside of vehicles that are being transported. Also, these items won’t be covered under the carrier’s insurance policy. It’s best to make other arrangements for the shipping of your household goods.

How Long Does It Take To Ship A Vehicle?

While the extent of the timeframe will highly vary depending on the pickup and destination locations, transportation typically takes one to two weeks. In general, you should have a carrier pickup your car within three days. Since they will be transporting other cars alongside yours, it’s important to give them five to eight days to deliver your vehicle. Your carrier should be able to provide you with a reasonable timeframe for when your car will be picked up and when it will arrive at its destination.

In a hurry? You can also find transport carriers that offer expedited service to your destination. With one of these services, you could have your car delivered in a matter of days.

Will My Car Be Shipped In An Enclosed Trailer?

Depending on your vehicle’s worth, you may prefer that it gets shipped inside an enclosed trailer. This is an available option for most transport companies. However, it’s important to realize that enclosed transportation is much more expensive than open transportation. With open transportation, your car will be on an open carrier where it’s exposed to the elements. This is somewhat similar to driving the vehicle yourself.

Will My Car Get Dropped Off At My Front Door?

Each transportation job is a little bit different from the next one. Most transporters utilize a large carrier to pick up cars. Therefore, they can only unload cars where they can fit the transport carrier. When it comes to getting your car dropped off, the carrier may be able to unload your vehicle on the street in front of your house if the space permits. If not, they may need you to meet them at a neutral location to unload your vehicle.

Do I Have To Be Present For Pickup And Delivery?

The short answer is that you or someone you designate must be present. This is because the transport company will do a walk-around evaluation of the condition of your vehicle. You’ll walk around with the driver and notate any damage like dents or scraps. This happens when they pick up the car and when they unload it.
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		Pros & Cons of Hiring a Local Moving Company
        
        	The thought of packing and unpacking boxes and other paraphernalia can be daunting. Moving is stressful, and one may consider hiring the services of professional movers. There are many approaches one can take to ensure they receive the best services from a moving company.

Consider various factors before settling for the services of a particular mover. What is your budget? Do you have a lot of stuff to move?

Ask around about the best company and look for a company with good reviews and recommendations. You may deliberate on what you want from the movers and if it’s the best idea. Here are some pros and cons of hiring moving services to get you started.

Pros

Saves time

Hiring movers means that the company has all hands on deck to pack, unpack, and move your items. It means that you don’t have to purchase the packing supplies, dismantling furniture, and box your items as you load them. The movers have the equipment needed to disintegrate furniture, pack, unpack, and to find storage.

You don’t have to worry about making numerous trips if you don’t have space for all items in your car. The company saves you the time and hustle of organizing your belongings and transporting them at a go.

Minimize stress

Moving is stressful and tiresome, considering the numerous activities involved. The movers help to offload the burden from you by packing, loading the boxes, and unloading. This way, you can save your energy, and you don’t have to stress and strain as you move into your new home.

Moving Experience

Hiring a local Florida moving company with professional experience means that they have the capability and experience needed. The movers know best how to dismantle furniture, load boxes, and offload the truck. They know the best way to maximize minimal space and move all your items in a single trip. The movers also know to handle fragile items and ensure that nothing gets damaged in the process.

Temporary Storage

In case you move unexpectedly and don’t have a place for your items, the movers may help. They can offer temporary safe storage of your items till you sort out your issues. The movers will then transport your items from their storage to your new home as agreed.

Cons

Cost

Considering the cost of moving into a new home and adding moving costs may be quite straining. For you to acquire professional moving services, you have to break the bank. You may be charged for their temporary storage as well. You have to include moving services in your budget when investing in your new home, furniture, appliances, and other items.

Damage

Movers may accidentally cause damage to certain valuables in the rush of moving. They are interested in profit, which means they have to work with multiple clients. Hence they may look to work fast and accidentally damage your belongings. Movers won’t take care of certain items when moving the same way you would when moving by yourself.

Moving scams

Some scammers would pose as a moving company. Not all movers are genuine, and some may have hideous intentions. These moving scams may result in the loss of items and money. Save your time and money to research the best movers or ask for recommendations from friends and family.

It may be risky to involve a moving company and end up losing your valuables. The services are helpful, but they also come with a risk factor without insurance.

When looking to hire a moving company, take time to establish their credibility and previous clientele. Work to ensure that you contact a professional mover and get the most from their services.
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		8 Things You Need to Do Before Transporting Your Car
        
        	A considerable number of U.S. residents usually relocate to a new residence annually. When moving to a new home, you may be wondering how you will transport your car. In this case, you should procure the services of a vehicle transportation company. The transportation process is not straightforward. Some of the things that you should know before transporting your car include:

1. Don’t Base Your Decision on the Price of the Quote

When looking for a good vehicle transportation firm, don’t opt for the company that offers the lowest prices. The prices will typically coincide with the quality of service that you will receive.

Instead, it would be best if you spent some time carrying out background research on different vehicle transportation firms. Make sure the company you choose fits your needs. Peruse through the information that has been posted on each company’s website.

2. The Company Should Be Insured

The vehicle transportation company should be insured. You should request the company to present their certificate of insurance. The insurance cover is supposed to protect the clients and their cars if anything goes wrong during the transportation process.

3. There are Two Inspections

After the vehicle transportation firm picks up a client’s car, the truck driver usually takes it through a thorough inspection process. After that, the company will record the current damage to the vehicle.

As the company drops off the car to the client, it should be inspected once again. This phase entails checking for new dents, scratches, and other damages that the car may have incurred as it was being transported.

If you find any new damages, the car may have incurred them as it was being transported. Make sure you have taken pictures before and after the delivery process. In case of any issues, both images should be compared to ascertain the allegations.

4. Wash Your Car Before the Departure

It is advisable to wash your car before the departure. It is hard to see the damages and scratches on the vehicle when there is a layer of dirt. A clean car will help to ensure the inspection process progresses smoothly. Also, the documentation after the inspection process will be accurate.

5. Always Book in Advance

Always look for a vehicle transport firm before you are ready to procure their services. In such an instance, you will have enough time to find a company that offers quality services. Also, you will book in advance. Booking early is important, especially if you plan to travel during summer or any other busy period when the vehicle transportation companies are fully booked.

6. It Is Possible To Choose a Variety of Shipping Methods

There are different shipping methods from which you can choose from. Some companies offer various shipping methods. You can select a shipping method that suits you, and the car will be delivered to an address of your choice. Here is a good overview of some of the options available.

You can opt for enclosed or open auto shipping. Enclosed shipping ensures that your car is covered, and it will be protected from the weather elements, potential damages, and debris. Nevertheless, the costs will be high for such a shipping method.

7. Be On the Lookout for Red Flags

There are some red flags that you should be on the lookout for as you look for a vehicle transport firm. For instance, if a vehicle transport firm fails to answer some of your questions regardless of whether you have asked them multiple times, you should take that as a red flag.

8. You’ll Have to Prep Your Car Before It Is Transported

Before the vehicle transport firm picks up your car, you will have to prep your vehicle to ensure that it is ready. Check the tires and make sure they have the right pressure levels. Also, the car battery should be fully charged. The brakes should also be working well. Make sure the gas tank is partially empty.

Final Thoughts

By adhering to the tips that have been outlined in this context, you will help to ensure that the vehicle transportation process progresses smoothly.
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		How Do Auto Transport Companies Work?
        
        	Transporting a vehicle is not as easy as it seems due to the many complex processes that it involves. Your best bet would be to use an auto transportation service. These are companies that use trucks to move vehicles from one location to another. It is essential to understand how auto transport companies work before […]
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